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ROVER SCOUTS — CENTENARY 
Statement by Member for Southern River 

MR T.J. HEALY (Southern River) [12.52 pm]: This year is the centenary of Rover scouts in Australia and 
around the world. Rovers was started by Baden-Powell 100 years ago, and has been a successful part of the 
scouting movement since. I also stand here as a proud former Western Australian Rover and am honoured to wear 
my Baden-Powell Scout Award. 
After World War I, Baden-Powell thought there was a space within scouting for young people returning from war. 
He felt a need for somewhere they could meet to continue the comradeship forged during war, to continue to 
develop skills and then to pass on those skills to younger scouts. From this need, Rover scouts was born. Rovers 
are 18 to 26-year-old young men and women. In Western Australia they have been engaging in the Rover scouts 
program since 1922. The focus of the Rover section of Scouts Australia is service. Service to others, service to 
scouting and service to self are key to rovering. Through countless hours of service, Rovers take part in community 
service opportunities, volunteer at Manjedal as leaders to younger sections, and even organise Red Rover Day for 
blood donations, on a monthly basis, which is also where I made my very first blood donation when I was 17. 
These Red Rover Days saw WA Rovers recognised by the Australian Red Cross for donating the most blood by 
an organisation for the last two years running. 
Rovers have the opportunity to develop personal life skills and leadership abilities that ensure that they grow as 
active, contributing members of society. Many Rovers cite that their scouting résumé has directly affected their 
careers. The Rover award scheme offers young women and men the opportunity to develop and attain personal 
goals and challenge themselves in reaching their full potential. The outcome of this scheme is the prestigious 
Baden-Powell Scout Award, one of the highest youth awards available in Australia. Currently there are almost 
200 Rovers in Western Australia. I thank the many Rover advisers who guide them as best they can. I look forward 
to the next centenary of scouting. 
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